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The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost                September 22, 2013                                        
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 The Prelude                                                     
 The Opening Hymn 
  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                                     No. 90 
 The Prayer 
 The Time for Greeting 
  The Announcements – Installation of our new YEMC 
  

We Hear God’s Word  
 The First Lesson – Esther 4:12-17   

12
 When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, 

13
 he 

sent back this answer: “Do not think that because you are in 
the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 

14
 For 

if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the 
Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s 
family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to 
your royal position for such a time as this?” 

15
 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 

16
 “Go, gather 

together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do 
not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my 
attendants will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to 
the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I 
perish.” 

17
 So Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s 

instructions. 
 

 The Second Lesson – 1 Corinthians 9:19-27 
   

19
 Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made 

myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. 
20

 To 
the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those 
under the law I became like one under the law (though I 
myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the 
law. 

21
 To those not having the law I became like one not 

having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am 
under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the 
law. 

22
 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have 

become all things to all people so that by all possible means I 
might save some. 

23
 I do all this for the sake of the gospel, 

that I may share in its blessings. 
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24

 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but 
only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the 
prize. 

25
 Everyone who competes in the games goes into 

strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last, but 
we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 

26
 Therefore I do 

not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a 
boxer beating the air. 

27
 No, I strike a blow to my body and 

make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I 
myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 

 

 The Gospel – Matthew 6:25, 33-34 
25

 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not 
life more than food, and the body more than clothes?  

33
 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well. 
34

 Therefore do not 
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. 
Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

 

We Witness God’s Saving Grace through Holy Baptism 
 The Theme Song 
  “He Who Began a Good Work in You”                         No. 537 
 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (see bulletin insert) 

 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 The Special Music 
  “How Great Thou Art”                                      Stephen Trafton 
 The Offering 
  The Offertory       “We Are An Offering”                         (on screen) 
 

We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word 
 The Anthem  
  “There is Joy in My Soul”                                    Crosby/ Ferrin 
    The Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
 The Sermon   
  “What Is the Theme of My Life?”                        Pastor Jensen 
 The Hymn                                                   
  “Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated”    (vs.1,5,6) No. 597 
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 The Prayers of Praise and Intercession 
 The Lord's Prayer 
 The Benediction 
 The Hymn    
  “Be Thou My Vision”                                                      No. 562 
 The Postlude  
 

Organist: Milianna Carlson 

Greeters: Loren & Solvay Twedt 

Ushers: Al Hermanson, Dave Sweet, Merlin Wendt, Steve & 
Miriam Skartvedt  

Candlelighter: Claire Petzenhauser 

Reader: Rich Olive 

Sound Engineer: Brad Waline 

 

Visitors: A special welcome to our guests today! We sincerely desire 
that everyone present will feel welcome in the Lord’s house. Visitors 
are encouraged to go to the welcome table in the narthex for 
information about our church and a free gift! 
 

Baptized today is Baya Marie Johnson, daughter of Adam & Megan 
Johnson. Baya’s sponsors are Chad & Allison Bass. Grandparents 
are Clark & Julie Thompson. Great-grandparents are Clarion & 
Doradene Thompson. Please remember this new child of God and 
her family in your prayers. 
 

We welcome Stephen Trafton to our service today and thank him 
for providing the special music. 
 

Thank you to Milianna Carlson for serving as our organist today.  
 

If you have a prayer need this morning, you may use the back of the 
white card in the pew rack and place the request in the Prayer Box in 
the narthex by the coat rack. You can also submit prayer requests at 
any time on our new website. 
 

Introducing Zachary Bauknecht, our new Youth and Education 

Ministry Coordinator (YEMC) - I grew up in Indianapolis and 
attended college in Chicago at Concordia University Chicago. While 
at Concordia, I double majored in Youth Ministry and Natural Science 
and achieved a Theology minor as well. I have been leading / 
assisting with youth groups now for around eight years. I have done 
Youth Ministry in Indiana, Illinois and Michigan. After graduating 
college I moved out to Reno, Nevada where I have done 
Environmental Education for the last two summers. I have also done 
environmental education in Eastern Ohio. I am an only child and I 
really enjoy being outside in nature every chance I get! I’m really 
excited to serve here at Immanuel and Story City! 
 

Help us welcome Zachary! Check out the display in the narthex to 
find ideas of ways you can help Zachary make himself at home here 
in Story City. There are opportunities to sign up to supply items that 
he will need for his apartment. 



Get to know Zachary. We would like to provide opportunities for you 
to get to know our new Youth Education Ministries Coordinator, 
Zachary Bauknecht. There will be a sign-up in the narthex for dates 
to invite Zachary to your home for lunch/or supper. You might want to 
invite other members from the congregation to join you. This will give 
him an opportunity to meet several people/families in a small group 
setting. We are looking at Thursday nights and either Saturday or 
Sunday. Any questions, please call Jaynee Christian at 733.2710. 
 

Experience Scripture in a new way through Living Letters with 
Broadway actor Stephen Trafton during the STORY! Festival. 
Today's 1 P.M. performance of Encountering Colossians at Immanuel 
is free admission; a freewill offering will be collected for Stephen's 
ministry. This performance is about 45 minutes. You won't want to 
miss this rare opportunity to see a Broadway actor bring Scripture to 

life!  
 
 

Fall Sermon Series - “Discovering Your Life Story”  
     What is God doing in the world? What is He working on? And 
where can I plug in? The role that we get to play in God’s story is still 
unfolding. Our stories are blank pages that can be filled in with God’s 
purposes.  We’ll discover in the weeks ahead how our stories are 
subplots in God’s story and how our lives can be so much richer 
when we discover our Storyline. 
     September 15 – What is My Storyline? 
     September 22 – What is the Theme of my Life? 
     September 29 - Redeeming Life’s Negative Turns 
     October 6 – Creating Positive Life Incidents 
     October 13 – Why Your Story Matters 
     October 20 – Sharing Your Story 
 

  

New Small Groups Forming! Storyline: Finding Your Subplot in 
God's Story by Donald Miller. When the credits roll at the end of 
your life, how will you have wanted to live? In our 8-week Storyline 
small groups, you'll reflect on the story and theme of your life as part 
of the grand story of what God is doing in the world. The Storyline 
workbook and online tools will help you imagine a better story for 
yourself and share it with the world. When you complete the Storyline 
process, you'll have a life plan that will give you clarity and direction 
for living a great story. Small groups will meet at convenient times for 
those participating. One $30 workbook is recommended for each 
person. Sign up on the table in the narthex or by contacting the 
church office; let us know if you would like to help lead or host a 
small group! 

Our sympathy to the family of Beulah Knutson. Her service was held 
at Immanuel this past Tuesday. 
 

Attendance last Sunday – 277 
 

If you are a Thrivent Financial member who has directed Thrivent 
Choice Dollars in the past, you are reminded that any recurring 
direction you set up in the past does not apply to this year. You must 
once again direct any funds for 2013 by either calling Thrivent at 
1.800.847.4836 or by logging in to the Thrivent website. Funds 
directed during October and November to local congregations will be 
doubled by Thrivent. If you need assistance in directing funds, you 
are welcome to talk to your Thrivent representative or contact the 
church office. 
 

Our 115th Anniversary cookbooks are for sale in the narthex on 
Sundays after church or in the church office during the week. $18 for 
one or $30 for two cookbooks. 
 

 
Upcoming Events 

 All men of Immanuel are invited to meet each Saturday morning 
from 8-9 A.M. in the Social Hall during the school year. Donuts and 
coffee are served. Video clips or an informal Bible Study are 
usually on the agenda. Everyone is welcome!  

 Riverside Camp Worship. The next engaging, fun and refreshing 
camp-style worship at Riverside will be held tonight at 7 P.M. at the 
dining hall. Riverside Worship is for all ages and will last less than 
1 hour. Family games will be available from 6:15-7 P.M. 

 

 

Adult Education - Fall Quarter - “See Through the Scriptures” 
     A picture is worth a thousand words. 
     As you explore the “See Through the Scriptures” Bible Study 
program you will view dozens of colorful illustrations that will help you 
remember what is said. 
     This eight week course has been used by thousands of churches 
across the country as a way for students to get an overview of the 
Biblical story. 
     The pastors will lead this course, which began this morning and 
will continue through Sunday, Nov. 10 for all adults in the Social Hall 
at 8:30 A.M. Those who attend will be invited to purchase a workbook. 
Don’t miss this unique opportunity to get to know God’s story in a 
deeper way.  
 



 St. Petri for  games, BBQ & campfire 

 

 
 

Pray & Praise Corner 
As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Elizabeth Hespen, hospitalized at Mary Greeley. 

 Continued rain for our crops. 
We praise God for: 

 Zachary Bauknecht, who will today join our staff as Youth & 
Education Ministry Coordinator. 

 

 
Youth Activities 

 High School Youth Group – 8-9:15 p.m. – HS Youth room – Join us for 

Youth Group each Wednesday at 8 P.M. in the youth room. 

 Middle School Youth Group – today from 2-3:15 – HS Youth room – Guess 

what!?! The MS youth group will be teaming up for a church cell phone 

scavenger hunt!  So bring your cell phone or IPod with camera (or team up 

with a friend who has one!) and join us for the fun and fellowship! Come 

and meet Zachary! 

 Attn: HS Youth and Parents – The Youth Board is initiating a new way to 

improve communication with the HS youth and their parents using “Remind 

101.”  Remind 101 is a free, mass email text service - some of you may be 

familiar with it from school activities.  Signing up is as easy as 1-2-3! 

1.   Send a text to 515-393-2973 

2.   In the text body, type "@imman"   

3.  After you send your text to 515-393-2973, you will receive a text 

message back welcoming you to the Immanuel HS Youth Remind 101 

text service and asking for your full name. Add your Full Name in 

the text body so we know who you are. 

The Youth Board and new YEMC (youth director) will be using Remind 101 

to send important reminders and updates about youth group activities. 

Both HS youth and parents are encouraged to sign up!  Please do it 

today! 

 
 
 
 

September 22 – 29, 2013 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 
Sunday, September 22 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship 
1:00 P.M. Encountering Colossians presentation 
2:00 P.M. Middle School Youth Group 

 7:00 P.M. Riverside Worship 
 

Monday, September 23 
   
Tuesday, September 24 
 9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 
   
Wednesday, September 25 
 8:30 A.M. Women’s Bible Study  
 6:30 P.M. Junior Choir 
 6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper for Trinity & Confirmation Youth 
 7:00 P.M. Trinity & Confirmation Classes  
 7:15 P.M. Senior Choir 
 8:00 P.M. HS Youth Group 

            

Thursday, September 26 
          9:30 A.M. Roland-Story Ministerial Meeting at Grace United 

Methodist Church                                 
  

Friday, September 27 
         
Saturday, September 28 
         8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel 
  
Sunday, September 29 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship 
 
 
 



SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM FOR 
BAYA MARIE JOHNSON, 

DAUGHTER OF ADAM & MEGAN JOHNSON 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
     In Matthew's Gospel, Jesus commands us to make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.  In the waters of Baptism, we are joined to the 
death and resurrection of our Lord and made members of the Body 
of Christ.  Living in fellowship with Him and His people, we grow in 
faith, love and obedience to the will of God. 
     The Gospel of Mark tells us that once some people brought 
children to Jesus for Him to touch them, but the disciples scolded 
those people.  When Jesus noticed it, He was angry and said to the 
disciples, "Let the children come to Me and do not hinder them, for 
the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  I tell you the truth, 
anyone who will not receive the Kingdom of God like a little child will 
never enter it."  Then He took the children in his arms, placed His 
hands on them and blessed them. 
     Adam and Megan, you have presented Baya for Holy Baptism.  
By doing so, you are accepting the responsibility of raising her in the 
Christian faith.  Before God and this congregation I ask you then, do 
you promise to faithfully bring her to worship, teach her the Ten 
Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord's Prayer, and provide for 
her instruction in the Christian faith?   
     If so, answer: "We will with the help of God." 
     You who are sponsors of this child are to be witnesses of her 
baptism.  You are also to remember her in your prayers and 
encourage her as she grows in the Christian faith.   
     If this is your intention, please answer:  "We will with the help of 
God." 
 

Dear Congregation, 
     Are you as Christ's community, ready to support these persons in 
their duties as parents and sponsors and to remember this one to be 
baptized in your prayers? 
     If so, answer:  We are. 
   

(Please stand for the confession of faith.)  

Pastor:  I address you now as parents, sponsors, and 
congregation.  Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, 
and all his empty promises? 

Congregation:  We do. 

P:  Do you believe in God the Father? 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 

P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

C:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church,  
       the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.                      

 

Let us pray: 
      O God, the giver of all life, pour out your Holy Spirit upon Baya, 
wash away her sins, and make her an inheritor of your glorious 
Kingdom.  Look with kindness upon Baya’s father and mother.  Make 
them teachers and examples of righteousness for their children.  
Strengthen them in their own commitment so that they may share the 
salvation you have given them, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
      Baya Marie Johnson, I baptize you in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
      Baya, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and 
marked with the cross of Christ forever.  Let your light so shine 
before others that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father in Heaven. 
 

Let us pray:   
     God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for 
freeing your sons and daughters from the power of sin and for raising 
them up to a new life through this Holy Sacrament.  Pour your Holy 
Spirit upon them and grant that they may live a life in close union with 
you.  Amen. 
   

Pastor:  This congregation has a new daughter in Christ. 

Congregation:  We welcome Baya into the Lord’s family. We 
receive her as a fellow member of the body of Christ, a child 
of the same heavenly Father, and a worker with us in the 
Kingdom of God. 

Pastor:  The blessing of almighty God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  Peace be with you.  Amen. 

 



 


